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Monday Sept 14, 2009
The Piano Place
1307 E. Maple ste E, Troy, Mi 48083
248-619-9027
North side of Maple (15 Mile)
just West of StephensonHwy
Directions: Take I-75 to 14 Mile Rd.
Go west to Stephenson Hwy.- North
on Stephenson to Maple Rd. Make a
turn around going south on
Stephenson. Go west on Maple a
short distance.

� 6:30 Applied skills: Please tell us
about your favorite classes at the
Grand Rapids convention and what
you learned. If many of you participate
in this, we will get a better idea of
which  technicals would be best
scheduled for our meetings

7:15 Dinner

7:45 Business meeting

Meeting Notice

The Bridge

8:00 Main Technical
Nifty shop tips, tools and techniques
This is a class with large number of
different short items. Tips, interesting tools I
have bought, modified, or made, and
different ways of doing repairs. Most of it is
from my "in shop" use however many are
adaptable to "in home" use

John Dewey, John Dewey Enterprises, Inc.
Who is John Dewey? I did part time piano
work and full time grain farming from about
1969 until 1995. Since then I have been
doing full time piano work. I am a better
than average shade tree welder, mechanic,
and electrician as well as a decent
carpenter. One of the members of our
chapter said "We think in wood, John thinks
in steel". I am a mechanic, not a musician. I
have been a guild member (allied
tradesman, associate, etc.) since 1970. I
have a one man shop and do almost
entirely shop work except some service
calls. I do upright rebuilding, pneumatic
player rebuilding, reed organ rebuilding,
Piano Disc installation and service, and
rebuild Steinway action frames. I do not
tune



Minutes

JUNE 1, 2009 MINUTES PTG MEETING

Richard Bittner, assisted by Ernie Fena presented the applied program
pertaining to the stringing of a piano and demonstrated the same.

Meeting held at The Piano Place in Troy Michigan.  About 30 people were
in attendance; signed in were 15 RPT’s, 7 Associates and 4 guests.
The meeting was called to order by President Clem Fortuna at 7:54 p.m.
The minutes for May were approved as recorded in the newsletter.
Paul Sharkey made the treasurer’s report.  There will be an up date at
the September meeting.
Clem said @ 30 people had responded to the survey of members interest
of subjects for technicals being held monthly.  Clem will give a report
soon.
Clem reported that 2 persons have applied for membership.  Discussion
was held about procedure to apply for membership, which is done
through the Home Office.

New Business
Remuneration for delegates to conventions was discussed.  Bruce
Carter made motion for $400 each for the 2 delegates, Bill Edwards
seconded.  Motion carried.

Much Discussion was held about Proposal I and Proposal 6   The PTG
Board recommends the passage of both Proposals and the By Laws
Committee does not recommend their approval.   Non binding vote was
taken and most RPT’s  voted not to recommend passage of the
proposals.  It was suggested to give Clark Sprague the right to vote as
he thinks correct for the local Chapter and Guild on these proposals.

Announcement
Bruce Clark made and announcement of a Concert July 12th at 3 p.m. at
Bloomfield Library by two pianist, Cheryl & Ellen, whom most of would
know, will be a very good program and we are encouraged to attend.

Meeting was adjourned @ 8:52 p.m.  Motioned by Bruce Carter and
Seconded by Terry Peters.

Clark Sprague suggested he would be willing to meet over a cup of
coffee if some would want to discuss by laws proposals further.

Submitted
Ronald Harris,  Secretery

The Bridge Page 2 of 4



Report for May- June – July

Balance Brought Forward 10941.48

Correction from Statement 3.00 10938.98

Income:

Application Fees 150.00

Total 150.00

Balance before expenses 1108.98

Expenses

Newsletter 121.26

Delegates 2 800.00

Yahoo 12.95x3 38.85

Total 960.11

Balance Forwarded to August 10128.87

         Treasurer’s report
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Official Newsletter of the Detroit Windsor PTG
Chapter 481 Piano Technicians Guild

President
Newsletter Editor
Clem Fortuna
313-527-8863

Vice President
Program Chair
Scott Nelson
248-473--8458

Secretary
Ron Harris

Treasurer
Paul Sharkey

Exam Chair
Richard Bittner
248-398-3876

President’s Message

I have the results of the survey. 17 people responded, which is a
rather small sample for 62 members.
These are topics people said they wanted to hear more of:
Tuning (4)
Voicing(3)
Business(3)
Tools and Tips (3)
Regulation(2)
Rebuilding/ soundboards bridges etc(2)
Action rebuilding/ parts selection (2)
Piano Manufacturing (2)
Humidity control (1)
Refinishing (1)
Player systems(1)

Things people said they would not be interested in or would like
less of are:
Rebuilding(3)
Tuning(2)
Regulation(2)
Player systems(1)
State of the Industry(1)
Non piano peripheral topics(1)

5 said that Technical topics affected their attendance. 3 said
applied skills was a factor. Only 3 cared about the venue, but 8
said the location of the meeting was a factor in attendance. 11
said they had schedule conflicts. Only 1 wanted more social
functions, and 2 were interested in a chapter project. 2 wanted
more newsletter content.

Your suggestions are still welcomed, and your help
is always appreciated.
Clem Fortuna


